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Art students at Jensen Beach High 
School have a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to display their talents to the nation.

Tracy Canada’s Advanced Placement art 
class was selected from all the schools and 
art classes in Florida to design and create 
ornaments for Florida’s tree at the National 
Tree Lighting in Washington, D.C., which 
will be illuminated alongside 55 other trees 
from all the other U.S. states, five territo-
ries and the District of Columbia.

The Florida Governor’s Office was re-
sponsible for selecting a Florida artist to 
lead a team of designers and Janeen Mason, 
a local artist and illustrator, was given the 
honor.

Mason in turn chose Canada and her AP 
art class to carry out the prestigious task. 
Mason knew Canada’s students would be 
up to the challenge after seeing the com-
munity art they’d created in the form of 

murals and sculptures at Stuart Beach and 
Hobe Sound Beach.

“The students’ reputations preceded 
them. Tracy Canada is a great teacher and 
it’s been a lot of fun to work with the stu-
dents,” Mason said.

Before the students can say their work 
was displayed in President’s Park, however, 
they had to devise a concept that would 
both impress a nation and represent Flor-
ida well.

Kandice Deane, a senior at Jensen 
Beach, came up with the simple concept 
that stuck: An orange.

The students decided to paint the 5-inch 
globe ornaments bright orange and embel-
lish them with sculpted clay leaves, orange 
blossoms, and tags that read “Viva Florida 
500” in honor of next year’s 500th anniver-
sary of Ponce de Leon’s landing in Florida.

“Honestly, it was a last-minute idea,” 

Deane admitted. “I really wanted the orna-
ment to be an icon of Florida and what bet-
ter to represent Florida than the orange?”

Her classmates agreed and got to work, 
excited to take part.

“I felt honored to be part of this event 
because it’s a rare opportunity to partici-
pate in a national project,” said Hannah 
Borchelt, one of Canada’s students.

“We are the only ones representing Flor-
ida and I’m pretty happy with what we’ve 
come up with,” Canada said. She’s confident 
their orange globes will embody the state 
well.

“(The ornaments) are so cool. They’re an 
iconic image of Florida,” Mason said.

Mason, Canada, and all of the students 
involved eagerly anticipate watching Flori-
da’s tree light up and dazzling the country 
at the National Tree Lighting this year.
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(M) mixed mode ART ED online COURSE
ARE 5359 TEACHING ART K-12

This is the required art education methods course for state cer-
tification and it will be offered as a (M) mixed mode online class for 
the first time in Summer A 2013. The class will meet face-to-face 
three times during the six-week semester. See syllabus at http://
education.ucf.edu/arted under the course offerings tab or contact 
me with info below. 

 
AT THE ATLANTIC CENTER  

FOR THE ARTS 
ARE 5454/4453  STUDIO EXPERIENCES IN ART EDUCA-

TION
The Art Education Program at the University of Central Florida 

and the Atlantic Center for the Arts are very pleased to announce 
that ARE 5454/4453 Studio Experiences in Art Education will be 
offered June 10-21, 2013. This is the twelfth year a graduate/un-
dergrad level art education course has been held in partnership 
with ACA. It is important to recognize that the Atlantic Center has 
provided studio spaces and housing for this class at a significantly 
reduced rate and that the School of Teaching, Learning, and Leader-
ship has continually supported and sponsored this excellent educa-
tional experience.

Contact: Thomas M. Brewer, PhD, 407-823-3714, Thomas.
Brewer@ucf.edu 

http://education.ucf.edu/arted

Atlantic Center Writing  
Institute for Teachers 

LAE 5295  Writing  
Workshop I (or)

LAE 6296  Advanced Writing Workshop
The Atlantic Center Writing Institute for Teachers will be offered 

concurrently with the Art Education Studio Experiences course. Dr. 
Kaplan and Dr. Olan hope to have 12 teachers participate in this 
first time Writing Institute where teachers will experience inter-
active teaching demonstrations acquiring new ideas and greater 
confidence in their lessons. They will explore questions about the 
teaching of writing through discussions of selected readings, write 
frequently, and share their writing in small groups. Teachers will 
acquire hard and soft copies of specific instructional strategies for 
immediate use with their students. Dr. Kaplan and Dr. Olan are 
dedicated to help teachers create publishable works of fiction, non-
fiction, or poetry, and obtain self-development strategies in order 
to publish their works. This course can count toward initial certifica-
tion, recertification, as credits toward the MED program, and as an 
English course prerequisite for students seeking initial certification 
and were not undergraduate and/or graduate English majors.

Contact: Jeffrey Kaplan, PhD, 407-823-2041, Jeffrey.Kaplan@ucf.
edu or Elsie L. Olan, Ph.D, 407-823-5179, Elsie.Olan@ucf.edu

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Atlantic Center for the Arts
1414 Art Center Avenue
New Symrna Beach, FL  32168
(386) 427-6975
www.atlanticcenterforthearts.org

Hours
•	 Classes are scheduled from 11:00 am-4:00 pm
•	 Studios will be open 24/7 for the entire session
•	 Kitchen facilities will be open for the entire session

Housing
Single occupancy dorm-type residencies with an apartment size 

refrigerator and a private indoor bathroom are available from June 
10 to June 21 ($309.43 for entire period with a $28.13 per day op-
tion).

Registration
Students can pre-register or register online or with overrides, 

graduate student can enroll as Non Degree Seeking and undergrads 
a Limited Non Degree Seeking, see http://education.ucf.edu/arted/. 
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